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COUNTRY RACE MEETINGS 
Grievance 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9.10 am]: My grievance, to the Minister for Racing and Gaming, is about two 
trotting meetings being taken from the Albany Harness Racing Club and the removal of the owners� incentive 
scheme. When the Albany club hit a flat spot 12 months ago, Racing and Wagering Western Australia was 
nowhere to be seen. A group of committee members from the club acted as guarantors for a $50 000 loan to get 
the club up and running again; inroads have since been made into that debt. RWWA, which could not care less 
about Albany racing, continues to pour money into Kalgoorlie racing, which has always been in trouble, and the 
feeling is that RWWA hoped Albany racing would fail.  

The Albany winners� stakes and venue fees have not been increased for a long time, but the stakes in Perth, 
Pinjarra, Bunbury and other places are raised on a regular basis.  

As a regional member, the minister should be concerned about the flow-on effects of the closure of the Albany 
trotting club, which will happen if this situation continues. The club used to host 10 race meetings, but that 
number now has been cut to eight. If the number of races continues to decline and if the owners� incentive 
scheme is lost, the Albany harness and trotting club will fold. As a regional member, the minister should be 
concerned. Three times the minister has visited Albany about three particular issues. We all know the minister is 
considered to be a nice guy�everyone says the minister is a great guy. However, he has visited Albany on three 
occasions and the people of my electorate are becoming more and more frustrated with him. The minister has 
visited Albany about three issues�the surf club, the Sharks junior football club and the harness club. The 
minister has promised everything, delivered nothing and has not had the decency to get back to these groups 
about any of the issues they have raised. Two members from the harness club travelled to Wagin Woolorama to 
meet with the minister, but are still waiting for the answers he promised to provide. The minister�s assistant, Jon 
Nichols, attended that meeting. The minister also went to Albany to speak to club members. He promised 
everything, yet we still do not have a reply about the issues that we raised.  

The York trotting club will host four meetings in 2009, yet it does not have a racing track and after 30 June it 
will not even have a training track! The Albany Harness Racing Club wants to get ahead, so its members got off 
their backsides to get ahead but the minister is penalising them. I do not know in which electorate York falls, but 
I am pretty sure it is a National Party seat.  

The statistics show that the Albany Harness Racing Club�s totalisator figures are up and that its membership is 
up. The track is one of the best country tracks in the state. The stewards have commented on how well the season 
has been conducted, managed and delivered. The number of horses racing at Albany has increased. Despite all 
this, Albany has lost two race meetings and the phantom York club, which is in a National Party electorate, gets 
four race meetings.  

Is there an agenda to get rid of the Albany club? What are the prerequisites for a club to lose race meetings? The 
Leader of the National Party obviously thinks this is very funny, but this is about real people in regional areas. 
The Leader of the National Party can stand in this place and talk about throwing money everywhere, but I am 
talking about real people in a real country town. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, Minister for Regional Development! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Despite the figures, Albany has lost two race meetings. Is there an agenda to get rid of the 
Albany race club? I notice that Wagin did not lose a race meeting, and Kalgoorlie, which was to lose four, has 
lost only two. After intervention by the member for Kalgoorlie, who caucuses with the National Party, 
Kalgoorlie will lose only two race meetings! 

The owners� incentive scheme pays $125 to the owner of every unplaced horse, which allows trainers to feed and 
transport their horses into regional areas for race meetings. I understand why that money was cut for races in 
places like Pinjarra, which is just out of Perth. However, when races are held in Albany, Geraldton and 
Kalgoorlie, for which trainers have to travel long distances, I cannot understand why that scheme is to be cut. I 
spoke to Ken Noorgard from RWWA and he promised that he would get back to me. However, he has the same 
disease as the minister; he said, �Yeah, I�ll get back to you; no worries!� and all of a sudden two races are cut 
and no-one is talking to the club.  

The gypsy trainers we rely on for the survival of racing in Albany will not travel to Albany for eight meetings. 
Last year, these trainers took 30 horses to Albany for the racing season�equivalent to enough horses for three 
races. The Albany Harness Racing Club is a special case: it owns its own track, has to pay insurance of $8 000 a 
year, mows its lawns, upgrades the track and is responsible for sewage removal and rubbish disposal. In other 
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regional areas, the shires own and maintain the racing tracks. The club is exploring letting the Sharks junior 
football team use its facilities.  

I reiterate for Hansard�the Leader of the National Party thinks this is funny. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: No; I think you are a dill; put that in Hansard. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I will take that back to � 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The Albany Harness Racing Club has recently finished signing major sponsorship deals 
with the Albany business community on the proviso that there will be 10 races a year. 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! The member for Albany is on his feet with a grievance. I notice that the 
Minister for Racing and Gaming has not interjected once and is listening to the member. I ask all members to 
pay the member for Albany the respect he deserves when delivering this grievance. Please continue, member for 
Albany. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker.  

I am very concerned, and will pass on my concerns to community members, about the attitude and arrogance of 
the Leader of the National Party�not the racing and gaming minister. It is amazing how arrogant people can 
become in such a short time. It is very interesting to think that the Leader of the National Party wanted to form a 
coalition with Labor, but did not get the numbers. 

Minister, this issue is really serious for my community. The Albany Harness Racing Club races during summer. 
It brings extra trainers and tourists to the town. Albany is a great place for people to come and be entertained. If 
Albany loses two races, sponsorship will drop. The club�s committee members have got off their backsides and 
organised extra sponsorship, built up the track and brought extra horses to town�they have done everything 
they can, yet the minister has let RWWA run right over the top of him.  

I am talking on behalf of the Albany Harness Racing Club today, but that club will close, as will Wagin, 
Geraldton and Kalgoorlie, and RWWA, which was set up to look after all of racing and trotting in Western 
Australia, will have its wish: everybody who wants to watch trotting or harness racing will have to go to 
Gloucester Park. I think that is a shame. For a party that promised to do much for the regions, the National Party 
has let down my electorate. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.18 am]: I thank the member for 
Albany for his grievance. I want to put one thing right, at the start. The member just said that I am letting Racing 
and Wagering Western Australia run roughshod all over me�is that right? 

Mr P.B. Watson: I did. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I remind the member that the RWWA legislation introduced by the previous Labor 
government gives no powers of direction to the minister. I make it clear from the start that the minister does not 
have the power to direct RWWA. We need to get those facts straight from the start. 

The member for Albany has raised a good point about the Albany trotting club. I am disappointed to hear the 
member say that I have not talked to club members. I have met with them on two occasions and it is my 
understanding that I have spoken to the club since that visit to Wagin. I have met with club members at the 
Albany track. I did not make any promises. On that occasion we spoke about the land, about the redesign of the 
trotting track and about getting RWWA to visit. I think this issue is quite separate to that meeting. 

Members have heard me talk about this before, but the introduction of Betfair and product fees and the loss of 
the Tabcorp pooling arrangements have cost the racing industry $21 million this year. That is a big cost to 
racing.  
A member interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Just let me tell members the reasons some of those race meetings have been cut. The 
new pooling fees amount to $11 million, the new fixed-odds agreement with Centrebet cost $5 million, and there 
is also the product fee of $5 million. These are all costs to the racing industry. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Can you give me the criteria for how they decide to cut race meetings? 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: Racing and Wagering Western Australia makes the decisions about which meetings to 
cut.  
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Mr P.B. Watson: What are the criteria? 
Mr T.K. WALDRON: I have not got that information with me today, so I will not make it up. That is RWWA�s 
decision. Next year, RWWA will cut distributions by $4.2 million. RWWA is cutting its own operational costs 
by $8 million. It is taking the responsibility itself of trying to meet some of these costs. The member will have 
noticed that stake money has not been reduced; however, the number of races has been reduced.  

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Hang on! Do not interject yet, because I want to try to answer some of the member�s 
questions.  

The harness racing calendar has been reduced by eight meetings: Geraldton has been reduced by two meetings; 
Albany has been reduced by two meetings; and Kalgoorlie has had four meetings cut. That is the advice I have 
been given.  

Mr P.B. Watson: How many have been cut in the metropolitan area?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will have to check on that; I am not sure.  

Mr P.B. Watson: It�s going to kill them! It�s going to kill them! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The member mentioned that no race meetings had been cut in my electorate, and he 
talked about York. 

Mr P.B. Watson: And none in Wagin! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: No meetings will be held at the York track; York is working with Northam, and its 
meetings will be held at Northam.  

One thing has come to my attention, and it is something that all our country race clubs and harness clubs should 
consider. The member for Collie-Preston was in Narrogin the other day for the Narrogin Cup. Narrogin has 
combined its racing and harness racing. I think it is a really great step forward. Maybe that is something I need to 
talk to country clubs about. 

Mr B.J. Grylls: They�re going to do that in York as well. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The member also mentioned the owners� incentive scheme. I think that was a good 
scheme. It has been suspended for one year to try to get through this period, and it will be reviewed at the end of 
the year. 

In an economic downturn cuts have to be made, as the federal government and the state government have had to. 
The amount of $21 million worth of cuts is huge, and RWWA could have cut a lot more race meetings and cut 
stake money. RWWA has tried to impact the industry as little as it possibly could. I congratulate it on taking a 
big whack of the cut itself. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Why weren�t cuts made to city meetings? It�s city-centric!  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I do not think it is. I agree that it is not good for Albany to lose two race meetings. The 
member mentioned Wagin, and I want to come back to that point and say that last Friday I met with Wagin 
trotting club�it is not happy with its allocation of meetings either. 

Mr P.B. Watson: It used to have 17 meetings. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The club is not happy because it has seven meetings in a short period, but that is the 
situation at this stage. 

The member also mentioned some other matters which I want to reply to. The member talked about the surf 
club: I offered to visit the surf club. 

Mr P.B. Watson: And you�ve done nothing! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I did! I have since spoken to the surf club. 

Mr P.B. Watson: No, you haven�t! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Yes, I have!  

Mr P.B. Watson: I was at their annual general meeting on Saturday night�you haven�t! You�ll be getting a 
letter from them! 

Mr B.J. Grylls: You want to get your facts straight! 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 14 May 2009] 

 p4034a-4037a 
Mr Peter Watson; Mr Terry Waldron 

 [4] 

Mr P.B. Watson: You�ll be getting a letter from them, and from the Sharks football club, and from the trotting 
club! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: The member was with me the day I visited the surf club. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I know! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Before anything can be done about the surf club, the City of Albany has to decide what it 
wants to do with the surf club, because it wants to move the surf club. 

Mr P.B. Watson: No, it doesn�t! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I met with the city the same day, and it made the comment to me that it was considering 
moving the surf club. On a subsequent visit to Albany, I also met with another councillor who said that she did 
not want the city to move the surf club. I said to her that I need to know what the city is planning to do before we 
can progress on the Albany surf club.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Have you written back, minister? Have you contacted them?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will try to find out who it was. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Have you contacted the Sharks football club? Have you contacted the trotting club? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, the minister did not interject on your grievance. Other ministers might 
have, but I did not notice the Minister for Racing and Gaming doing so. I would ask the member to desist from 
interjecting if he wants to hear the rest of this grievance out. The minister has the call. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Is the Sharks football club the new colts football club? 

Mr P.B. Watson: That�s right. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I had a phone call from Brad Smallwood. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Alan. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Alan, not Brad. He informed me what they were trying to do about the grounds. He 
informed me of the local issues and said that he would keep me posted.  

Mr P.B. Watson: They have written letters to you, minister, and you haven�t replied! I could table those. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I will check on that. I have spoken to Alan Smallwood on the phone; to my knowledge, I 
have not received a letter. If I am wrong, I will read that letter and follow it up straightaway. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Thank you, minister. Just shut the puppet up beside you! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I understand the issue. I am happy to meet with the trotting club when we go down to 
Albany again.  

Mr P.B. Watson: But you met with them last time and did nothing! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am happy to talk to the member further about that, but RWWA has made a fully 
informed decision after consultation through the normal process�I have some notes, but we are running out of 
time. I will follow that up and talk to the member further about it.  
 


